Aces Wildlife Rescue (previously ACES / American
Crocodile Education Sanctuary) started as an
organization focused on the conservation of
American crocodiles and their coastal wetland
habitats. For almost two decades, our focus on
crocodiles has centered around researching the
dwindling population, educating the growing
communities how to coexist with their neighboring
apex predators, and relocating those who had
been displaced, were posing a threat, or were
under threat themselves. As the years progressed
through the 2010’s, we were receiving more and more calls of wildlife in distress and in need of
assistance on the cayes where we are based. Standard protocol for us when taking in unfamiliar
wildlife was to stabilize to the best of our limited capabilities, and arrange transport as soon as possible
to partner organizations on the mainland if the animal survived the night. Unsurprisingly, a lot of the
animals didn’t make it. For many, they were too sick or their injuries were too great, and we knew too
little to really help. So we set about on a journey of learning to better serve our community, and to
better help the wildlife who came into our care by diversifying our knowledge to include different
species. Over the last few years we have trained with in-country partners, taken courses online and
abroad, and picked the brains of countless experts in their field who were all vital in imparting the
knowledge we possess today. When March 2020 and the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic reared its
head, the island locked down and we couldn’t physically ship any wildlife to specialists on the mainland
regardless of the state they were in. But thanks to a network of dedicated people in all corners of
Belize and extending across the world, we virtually trained, consulted and made the best of the hand
we were dealt. It was in these trying times that Aces Wildlife Rescue was born: The only wildlife rescue
and rehabilitation facility serving the critters of the cayes.

To provide 24/7 emergency response on
Ambergris Caye for wildlife in distress,
displaced, lost, or under threat, as well as a
close port of call for Caye Caulker wildlife
needing aid or assistance.
Aces Wildlife Rescue also provides
assistance to our community members
who find themselves in conflict with
wildlife, providing education, humane
solutions, and encouraging appropriate
habits for harmonious coexistence with
nature.

avians

82

Seabirds
Dove/Pigeons
Songbirds
Wading Birds
Parakeets
Raptors
Shorebirds
Woodpeckers
Nighthawks
Flycatchers
Hummingbirds
Clapper Rail

reptiles

23
17
16
10
6
2
2
2
1
1
1
1

Raccoons
Bats

TOTAL

Number of Intakes Directly
Caused by Humans
29
19
17
15
9
4
3
2

Pet Trade
Cat/Dog Attack
Habitat Loss
Building/Window Strike
Attracted Wildlife
Hook-Line Entanglement
Unnecessarily Captured
Under Threat by People

68

Furrowed Wood Turtles
Crocodiles
Snakes
Meso-American Sliders
Iguanas

mammals

60%

Intakes resulting from
Human-Wildlife
Conflict

18
17
12
12
9

20
18
2

49%

Admissions returned
to the wild

170

25%

Increase in intakes
since 2020

137%
Increase in intakes
since 2019

income
Online donations
Aces account direct deposits
Fundraising Events
Cash donations
Total income
In-kind donations

$45,000
$11,105
$9,850
$3,400
$69,355
$6,893.06

Expenses
Animal Care
Emergency Response & Preparedness
Education & Community Outreach
Administration
Wages
Fundraising
Total Expenses

$24,894
$10,176
$2,838
$8,068
$10, 400
$7,196
$63,572

ACES American Crocodile Education Sanctuary
becomes officially registered as Aces Wildlife
Rescue, a Belizean non profit organization.

Educational campaign launched on social
media platforms; Mangrove Monday to
share the immense importance of the
mangrove ecosystem, and Trivia Tuesdays
to share facts about the incredible wildlife
who call Belize home.

High winds resulted in record numbers of
bird intakes with injuries resulting from the
gusty weather, including this osprey who
collided with a building temporarily
paralyzing her legs.

11-foot female American crocodile
rescued from inescapable concrete
pit into which she fell. She sustained
only minor injuries and was
immediately approved for release
post-rescue. Aces is working with
Belize Water Services to find a
solution to protect wildlife from these
hazardous pits in the future.

Partnered with ECI Development, Aces is doing
our part to combat mangrove deforestation
through revitalization, mangrove nurseries,
and educational outreach. Years after
destruction and construction, an area of
mangrove wetlands struggles to revitalize, and
to date we have planted 2000 mangrove seeds
in the area with 40% taking root.

Six Furrowed Wood Turtles living with a
myriad of health issues after being
removed from horrendous captivity receive
a brand new enclosure custom built for
them and their needs.

After months of tough rehab, three redfooted boobies rehabilitated and returned
to their colony on Half Moon Caye in
collaboration with Belize Audobon Society.

During an amateur capture, Ramona, a
female
American
crocodile
was
horrifically
injured.
She
sustained
irreparable damage to her eye, which was
shot out with a spear from above and
exited through the lower jaw. After the
removal of her eye and ten long months
in rehab, we are happy to report her
miraculous recovery and release back
into the wild where she belongs!

Eight individual wild animals - six turtles
and two iguanas - being kept illegally as
pets were surrendered. In later months,
all eight animals were rehabilitated and
returned to the wild where they can now
contribute to the future of their species.

Thanks to a donation facilitated by our
partners at Belize Bird Rescue, we were able to
take a major step increasing our facilities
capabilities with the completion of our first
seabird rehabilitation flight aviary. This
spacious enclosure will allow us to further
evaluate an animals healing and flight
capabilities prior to release, and gives the
occupants ample space to build up strength so
they can be in the best shape possible for their
reintroduction to the wild.

The peak of bird migration brings ten
different species in for rehabilitation in a
single month. Due to quick action by the
public, the majority of intakes made full
recoveries and were released back into the
wild to continue on with their migration.

Ambergris Caye resident, Kimberly
Wylie, publishes her children's book
educating about crocodiles and
highlighting Aces work in Belize. Copies
can be purchased on Amazon.com,
with a portion of each purchase being
donated to Aces Wildlife Rescue.

A HOME FOR PHINEAS
Phineas is a large American crocodile who has quite
the history. He first came to us in 2017 after he was
found tortured and released with his mouth taped
shut AND tied shut with wire. He's been with us full
time since late 2018 and we've been trying to raise
the funds to build him a proper home ever since. We
were close in 2020 until COVID drained our savings.
But thanks to one very generous donor, we finally
have the funds and construction will start soon.

FACILITY EXPANSION
Our facility is far more built up now than it was 2 years
ago. We have drastically increased the number of
enclosures on our property and thus increased the
amount of animals we can rehabilitate at one time. But no
matter what we've built, it seems it's never enough for our
busy times, because when it rains, it pours. For 2022 we
plan to further increase our holding capabilities so wildlife
in rehab can be as comfortable and stress free as
possible.

EDUCATION AND OUTREACH
As the world opens up, so too do the schools on Ambergris
at long last! One thing we have missed these past years are
the face-to-face educational opportunities at career days,
reef week, summer camps, and random school visits just
because we feel like sharing our passion. Zoom sessions
just aren't quite the same. We've got a lot of time to make
up for and we can't wait to get started!

MANGROVE REFORESTATION
During 2021, in partnership with friends over at ECI
Development, we started a mangrove reforestation and
education project. Along with public educational materials,
we have begun reforestation attempts across the island with
2000 seeds planted in the ecosystem, and a further 400-500
in a protected nursery on Aces property. We had a lot of trial
and error in 2021, and we're really excited for mangrove
seed season 2022 to put our adjusted methods to the test.

Thanks to the generosity of our many donors
and in-kind contributors, we are heading into
2022 with a facility far better equipped to
handle a wider array of wildlife than we were
two years ago. With your donations, we are
able to provide our year round wildlife rescue
to injured, ill, orphaned, or displaced animals
who would otherwise have perished. With your
donations, we are able to provide a safe,
secure, and enriching home for those few
whose injuries and disabilities prevent their
return to the wild.
Your donations allowed us to answer over 300 calls in 2021 to our wildlife hotline, and take in 170
animals that needed help. Your donations have built specially designed enclosures that housed these
animals, fed them, medicated them, and provided them with the best veterinary care possible. Your inkind donations have varied from sheets and towels that keep animals comfortable, to filtration units for
aquatic rehab enclosures, first aid supplies for stabilizing injuries, very expensive books for wildlife
medical formularies and further studies with our continued education, and even supplies for enclosure
construction. Whether monetary or in-kind, your donations have been invaluable and we can’t express
enough our gratitude to our supporters in country, and abroad.
To our team of volunteers, we are
eternally grateful for the countless
hours you have spent in the clinic,
around the facility, and in the field on
rescues in some highly questionable
conditions. Your knowledge, skill sets,
and commitment contribute to the
overall goals of the organization and are
taking us into 2022 with a well trained
team ready to handle and treat a variety
of ailments in a variety of wildlife.
Our successes are achieved because of
your hard work and dedication.
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Chris Summers& Christina Manzi
Directors
Aces Wildlife Rescue

Your donation makes our wildlife and
environmental conservation work possible.
With your help we can continue to provide
rescue services, excellent specialized
veterinary care, rehabilitation, housing,
transportation, education and outreach.
Give wildlife a second chance at freedom
and the community a better understanding
of how to harmoniously live and grow with
nature by becoming one of our supporters.
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